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Congratulations on a busy and productive Fall semester of Academic Alliance activities. We launched the 
DA3 Speaker Series teleconference, welcomed the University of Pittsburgh Ridgway Center and U.S. 
Army Command & General Staff College as new members, planned the DA3 Conference at the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln, and interacted with many faculty & students on their deterrence 
focused research.  As busy as we've been, however, I'd like to hear your ideas on how we can improve.      

In addition to these important activities, I look forward to next semester when our UK partner holds its 
deterrence conference at King's College (London) and the Baltic Defense College hosts a conference 
focused on deterring Russia. I encourage you to join the monthly Speaker Series teleconferences and 
engage during the lively question and answer portions. 

I am thankful to all of you for being active in our community of interest in deterrence and assurance 
research. I look forward to another productive semester of research and collaboration, and I wish you all 
success in 2018!

Major General Clint Crosier Speaks in the UK on Behalf of 
DA3 (13-15 Nov).  Prior U.S. Strategic Command Director of 
Plans and Policy, Maj Gen Crosier spoke to over 100 students 
and faculty at King's College London and the University of 
Portsmouth.  The topic was "Strategic Deterrence in the 21st 
Century," and focused on the need to tailor deterrence instead of 
relying only on the threat of punishment.  He gave an overview of 
how an adversary decision calculus is developed with examples 
of the four quadrants of tailored deterrence:  Cost of Action, 
Benefit of Action, Benefit of Restraint, and Cost of Restraint.

Maj. Gen. Crosier is currently the Director, Operational Capability 
Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Pentagon.  While 
overseeing the USSTRATCOM Academic Alliance from 2014 to 
early 2017, the program grew from 5 to nearly 40 members.  He 
remains a strong advocate for the Alliance, realizing it "helps us 
think about strategy and policy differently, and encourages work in 
the academic area, by faculty and students, to help define our 
approaches to Deterrence in the 21st Century."

Pictured (L-to-R): Dr. Patricia Shamai (Sr. Lecturer, 
International Relations, Univ. Portsmouth),  Maj Gen 
Clint Crosier, Dr. Theresa Callan (Interim Head, School 
of Social, Historical and Literary Studies, Univ. 
Portsmouth), Mr. Nik Taylor (UK Ministry of Defence)

"DA3"



Academic Alliance Speaker Series on Deterrence:  The DA3 launched a new monthly lecture series to 
encourage deterrence and assurance researchers and practitioners, share information on their research 
among Alliance members, and simultaneously engage a wide audience across academia and DOD.  The 
format for this series is an unclassified, open forum teleconference.  If you're interested in presenting 
your research during an upcoming teleconference, contact Ms. Julie McNally, Mr. Doug Vance, or Mr. 
Mike McVicar to discuss scheduling options.  The DA3 is collaborating with OSD's Strategic Multilayered 
Assessment (SMA) project to plan and execute each event.  

“Is There Such a Thing as Cyber Deterrence and What is It?”  
(11 Oct).  Dr. Steffen Schmidt of Iowa State University was the featured 
speaker for the inaugural Speaker Series event.  Dr. Schmidt gave an 
overview of cyber-attacks and the challenges of deterring in cyberspace, 
the lack of certainty in attribution, and the difficulty of responding to 
attacks in a timely manner.

“Nuclear Weapons and Coercive Diplomacy" (7 Nov).  The 
second event featured Dr. Matthew Fuhrmann of Texas A&M 
University.  Dr. Fuhrmann gave an overview of his and Dr. Todd 
Sechser’s (University of Virginia) research into how the use of 
coercive nuclear threats is not a credible or effective means of 
diplomacy.  Over 60 participants dialed in for the presentation 
and Q&A period.  

"Myths (and Truths?) About Cyberwar” (5 Dec).  DA3 hosted its third 
SMA/USSTRATCOM Academic Alliance Speaker Session featuring Dr. 
Erik Gartzke of University of California at San Diego. Over 100 audience 
members joined the teleconference for the presentation and Q&A.  Erik 
started the session by noting public attention and concerns about cyber 
security have been increasing over the years. He also explained there 
are many myths about cyber war in circulation and emphasized the 
importance of debunking the questions "Does cyber function across 
domains?", and "Is attribution a problem?" Dr. Gartzke's research 
proposed cyber complements other domains, but cannot substitute for 
them.  Another insight from his research was the notion that to engage 
in coercion via cyber requires revealing the capability and intent, which 
compromises the effectiveness of the exploit being used. Overall, he 
concluded we must think about cyber as an offense dominant domain, 
but we must think cross-domain and strategically about cyber with 
regard to contributing to deterrence. 

Dr. Steffen Schmidt

Dr. Matthew Fuhrmann

Dr. Erik Gartzke
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Georgia Tech Problems in Proliferation Course (20 Nov).  Mr. Steve Schula of U.S. Strategic 
Command visited Georgia Tech University to present his views on proliferation. He met with Professors 
Rachel Whitlark and Adam Stulberg and held a luncheon Q&A discussion with faculty and students. 
USSTRATCOM Commander General Hyten’s comments on 18 Nov 17 at the Halifax International 
Security Forum were a major topic of discussion at the Q&A session, with particular focus on the 
General’s statement regarding advising the President when an order for a nuclear launch was “illegal” 
and providing him with alternative options.  The discussion was lively and questions centered on the law 
of armed conflict, proportionality, and assurance of allies. 
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UNL Intelligence Community Law Scholars Visit USSTRATCOM (17 Nov).  Law students and faculty 
from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln School of Law came to USSTRATCOM to engage legal and 
deterrence experts on operational law, planning, and command operations. The opportunity to interact 
with a wide variety of subject matter experts was invaluable to the students in informing their research 
projects for the upcoming 2018 DAAA Conference and Workshops. 

General Bowen Visits UNO (7 Dec). University 
of Nebraska – Omaha Academic Alliance 
member Dr. Michelle Black, Assistant Professor 
of Political Science and Security Studies, hosted 
“Strategic Trends in U.S. Intelligence and 
National Security,” attended by 80 students and 
faculty.  The hour-long event featured Brigadier 
General Gregory S. Bowen, U.S. Army, Deputy 
Director of Global Operations at United States 
Strategic Command.  Held as an informal Q&A 
session, BG Bowen spoke to the political-military 
nexus of warfare as he fielded questions on the 
process of U.S. nuclear employment decision-
making, the morality of nuclear war, and the 
dynamics of deterrence and declaratory policy, 
among others.  Throughout the event BG Bowen 
outlined ongoing challenges associated with 
increased kinetic, cyber, and space-based 
threats, urging attendees to be informed and to 
“think deeply and critically” about them as he 
provided insight into how U.S. decision makers 
think about and seek national security solutions.  

Brig. Gen. Bowen and Prof. Beth Chalecki with political science 
undergraduate honors students.

Welcoming New DA3 Members
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC).  The DA3 welcomed the Advanced 
Strategic Leadership Studies Program (ASLSP), which falls under the School of Advanced Military 
Studies (SAMS), as a new member into the DA3 community. Dr. Barry M. Stentiford, PhD is the point of 
contact for CGSC and ASLSP.

University of Pittsburgh's Matthew B. Ridgway Center for International Security Studies.  The 
DA3 is pleased to announce that the University of Pittsburgh's Matthew B. Ridgway Center for 
International Security Studies is the newest member of the Academic Alliance.  We welcome the 
Director, Professor Phil Williams, and PhD student USAF Lt Col Raymond Ruscoe to the Alliance and 
look forward to a long and productive relationship with the Center's faculty and staff. 
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Upcoming Events  

Research Day at USSTRATCOM (17 May).  This is the annual event for student paper 
presentations at USSTRATCOM.  It is open to individual students and student teams from across 
the Academic Alliance.  The Research Day offers researchers to present their findings and engage 
in discussions with military and civilian subject matter experts representing various disciplines (e.g. 
operations, plans & policy, intelligence, logistics, and military capabilities and resources.  Additional 
information for this event will be forthcoming.

USSTRATCOM Academic Alliance Points of Contact

Mr. Doug Vance 
USSTRATCOM/J55
901 SAC Blvd STE BB16   
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113 
Phone:  (402) 232-5702 
douglas.w.vance.civ@mail.mil 

Mr. Leo Florick 
USSTRATCOM/J55
901 SAC Blvd STE BB16  
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113    
Phone:  (402) 232-4912 
Email:leo.florick2.civ@mail.mil

Ms. Julie McNally 
USSTRATCOM/J55
901 SAC Blvd STE BB16  
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113 
Phone:  (402) 294-1099
julie.a.mcnally2.civ@mail.mil 

2018 DA3 Conference and Workshops (15-16 Mar). The University of Nebraska at Lincoln will 
host the 3rd Annual DA3 Conference and Workshops at the Nebraska College of Law in March.  
The theme is "Thinking Outside the Silo: Creative Problem Solving in Deterrence and Assurance."  
The event is co-sponsored by the UNL Political Science Department and the College of Law's 
Space, Cyber, and Telecommunications Law Program.  Organizers are the Law Program's executive 
director, Ms. Elsbeth Magilton, and Political Science professor, Dr. Tyler White.  Details are at the 
"Events" tab of the DA3 website: http://www.stratcom.mil/Academic-Alliance.

Annual Conference on Russia (7-8 Mar).  Lt Col (USAF) Samuel Miller from USSTRATCOM Global 
Operations will speak as a panelist at the Annual Conference on Russia in Tartu, Estonia hosted by 
DA3 member Baltic Defence College. The conference is titled "Russia after 2018:  Challenges and 
Responses." Over 200 participants from Europe and North America will focus their panels and 
discussions on security challenges linked with Russia and potential responses among allies. 

2018 United Kingdom Deterrence and Assurance Academic Alliance Inaugural Conference   
(16 Feb).  Our partner, UK Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (dstl), is hosting this 
conference with the theme "Overcoming the Challenges of Coherent Deterrence."  This one day 
event seeks paper proposals on aspects of deterrence analysis. Proposals are due by 19 Jan 2018, 
and details can be found at the "Events" tab of the DA3 website: http://www.stratcom.mil/Academic-
Alliance.
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Mr. Pat McKenna 
USSTRATCOM/J55
901 SAC Blvd STE BB16   
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113    
Phone:  (402) 294-1958 
patrick.j.mckenna5.civ@mail.mil

Mr. Mike McVicar 
USSTRATCOM/J55
901 SAC Blvd STE BB16   
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 68113 
Phone:  (402) 294-1096 
mike.r.mcvicar.ctr@mail.mil 
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Nicholas Taylor ntaylor@mail.dstl.gov.uk UK Ministry of Defence  

Air University 

Bellevue University

Blake McMahon, Ph.D. 

Zdzislaw Sliwa, Ph.D. 

Adriana Seagle, Ph.D. 

Peter Harris, Ph.D.

russell.mcmahon.1@us.af.mil 

Zdzislaw.Sliwa@baltdefcol.org 

aseagle@bellevue.edu 

peter.harris@colostate.edu Colorado State University

Baltic Defence College
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Howard W. Buffett hwb2107@columbia.edu Columbia University

Erika Moreno, PhD. 
Maorong Jiang, Ph.D 
Mike Kelly, JD.  
Rebecca Murray, Ph.D. 

erikamoreno@creighton.edu 
MaorongJiang@creighton.edu 
michaelkelly@creighton.edu 
RebeccaMurray@creighton.edu

Creighton University 
Creighton University 
Creighton University 
Creighton University

Matthew Kroenig, Ph.D. mhk32@georgetown.edu Georgetown University

Matthew Bunn, Ph.D. matthew_bunn@hks.harvard.edu Harvard University

Doug Jacobson Ph.D 
Steffen Schmidt, Ph.D 
Dr. Mack Shelley, Ph.D. 
Ellen Pirro, Ph.D.

dougj@iastate.edu 
sws@iastate.edu 
mshelley@iastate.edu 
ebpirro@iastate.edu

Iowa State University 
Iowa State University 
Iowa State University 
Iowa State University

Michael Lotito Michael.lotito@jhuapl.edu

Jonathan Bierce Jonathan.bierce@jhuapl.edu

Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory
Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory

Andrew G. Long, Ph.D   aglong@ksu.edu         
Christopher Yeaw, Ph.D.      Chris.Yeaw@LTRI.org  
(Formerly)

Kansas State University 

Louisiana Tech University

Keith B. Payne, Ph.D. keith.payne@nipp.org Missouri State University

Robert Oberst, Ph.D. rco@nebrwesleyan.edu Nebraska Wesleyan University

Steve Cimbala, Ph.D. sjc2@psu.edu Penn State-Brandywine

Paul Bernstein Paul.Bernstein@ndu.edu National Defense University

Members and Partners (continued)
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School of Advanced Nuclear 
Deterrence Studies, Global Strike 
Command

Adam Stulberg, Ph.D. adam.stulberg@inta.gatech.edu Georgia Tech, Sam Nunn School of
International Affairs

Andrew Boerlage apboerla@nps.edu Naval Postgraduate School

TBD

Command and General Staff CollegeBarry M. Stentiford, Ph.D. barry.m.stentiford.civ@mail.mil
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Amy B. Zegart, Ph.D. 
Harold Trinkunas, Ph.D. 
Taylor McLamb

zegart@stanford.edu 
antanas@stanford.edu 
wj@stanford.edu

Stanford University 
Stanford University 
Stanford University

Willie Curtis, Ph.D. wcurtis@usna.edu U.S. Naval Academy

Brian Ten Eyck bteneyck@email.arizona.edu University of Arizona

Moriba K. Jah, Ph.D

rkh@utk.edu 

ridgway1@pitt.edu 

moriba@utexas.edu University of Texas - Austin

Erik Gartzke, Ph.D. 
Deborah Avant, Ph.D. 
Jill Schmieder Hereau

egartzke@ucsd.edu 
Deborah.Avant@du.edu
Jill.SchmiederHereau@du.edu

University of California, San Diego

University of Denver 
University of Denver

Don Haider-Markel, Ph.D.  prex@ku.edu University of Kansas

Marc Warburton, Ph.D. 
Tyler White, Ph.D.

mwarburton2@unl.edu 
twhite4@unl.edu

University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Chuck M. Rowling, Ph.D.   rowlingcm@unk.edu University of Nebraska - Kearney

Michelle Black, Ph.D. 
Lana Obradovic, Ph.D. 

michellblack@unomaha.edu 
lobradovic@unomaha.edu

University of Nebraska - Omaha 
University of Nebraska - Omaha

Evan Renfro, Ph.D. evan.renfro@uni.edu

Damon Coletta, Ph.D. damon.coletta@usafa.edu

Emile A. Nakhleh, Ph.D.  enakhleh@unm.edu

T. Negeen Pegahi, Ph.D. 
CDR Keith Patton

negeen.pegahi@usnwc.edu 
keith.patton@usnwc.edu

U.S. Naval War College 
U.S. Naval War College

Ed Campbell edward.j.campbell10.civ@mail.mil U.S. Northern Command

LTC Scott Handler, Ph.D. Scott.Handler@usma.edu

U.S. Air Force Academy

U.S. MilitaryAcademy - West Point

 Nuno Monterio, Ph.D.  nuno.monteiro@yale.edu Yale University  

Members and Partners (continued)
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Russel Hirst, Ph.D.

University of New Mexico 

University of Northern Iowa

University of Pittsburgh

Matthew Fuhrmann, Ph.D. mcfuhrmann@gmail.com Texas A&M University

Phil Williams, Ph.D. University of Tennessee
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SAVE-THE-DATE 
15 - 16 March 2018 
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SAVE-THE-DATE
1 - 2 August 2018

2018 USSTRATCOM Deterrence Symposium 
(Location TBD)

Registration will open Apr 2018

2018 USSTRATCOM Experience Day 
(Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska)

Contact Mr  Doug Vance or Details   
douglas.w.vance.civ@mail.mil or (402) 232 5702

"An Introduction to the Command's Missions, 
Capabilities & Operations"

Contact Mr  Mike Po ell or Details   
michael po ell6 ci @mail mil or (402) 232 7758

The University of Nebraska at Lincoln Will Host the 
3rd Annual DA3 Conference and Workshops

(Lincoln, Nebraska)

Theme:  "Creative Problem Solving in Deterrence and Assurance"

SAVE-THE-DATE 
3 August 2018

Dr. Tyler White
twhite4@unl.edu
(402)472-9443

Ms. Elsbeth Magilton 
elsbeth@unl.edu 
402-472-1662
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